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"The Film Art of Hobart Flaherty* will be the subject of Francis Hubbard Flaherty when 
she lectures at the Cleveland Museum of Art on Friday May 6 at 8*00 p*m* Mrs* Flaherty, 
who collaborated with her late husband in the making of all his major films, will 
supplement her talk with their film *Moana of the South Seas** After Flaherty* s death 
in 1951, she, together with friends in the United States and Britain, established the 
Robert Flaherty Foundation in the belief that his films could be used to gain interest 
and support for the independent motion picture artist* 

When the Flahertys first traveled to the peaceful island of Savai*i to film “Moana of 
the South Seas,* they thought they would have to return unsuccessful. For here, the 
struggle with environment which had given many of their previous films color and theme, 
was absent - life was effortless* When the people were asked to portray the dangers of 
their lives on land and sea for the camera they could not understand, for they lived 
in a harmony with nature that exacted from them no struggle or conflict* 

The Flahertys realised, however, their difficult task of capturing the central spirit 
of the poopie, of finding the drama in their lives* To them, the final revelation of 
Samoa n life was that the people - immune from most human struggle - had created struggle 
and pain, projecting it into the ceremony of the Tatto. In this ceremony a youth first 
gains manhood. This self-imposed pain portrayed more subtly the same aspect of man* s 
spirit that they had filmed before* his relationship and reaction to the world about 
him. Here again the Flahertys went out among the peoples of the earth, not to teach 
or merely to describe, but to reveal the universal qualities of their existence* 



